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If you spend time on the [
Tacoma Arts listserv or any
of the local blogs, you prob-
ably know R.R. Anderson by
his Photoshopped op-art.

Take the proposed wall
at the Washington State
History Museum. It was a
controversial issue last year
when the museum tried to |
build a wall to honor its do-
nors; critics argued it would
direct foot traffic toward the
museum's gift shop and box
office, and away from an
easily accessible pedestri-
an bridge linking the Thea
Foss Waterway.

In Anderson's rendering,
a wall was erected behind a
tiny moat filled with snap-
ping alligators, a spray-
painted anarchy symbol,
and scores of arrows di-
recting visitors to "buy
stuffl"

Earlier this month, Anderson launched a weekly
series of hand-drawn political cartoons on Feed Ta-
coma, a Web site that collects posts from several lo-
cal blogs into one online directory.

Though Anderson's online presence is outsized, in
person the tall, rail-thin 27-year-old Web designer
is reticent. He speaks quietly and appears nervous
as he twists
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Mightier
Tacoma artists zero their pens on local politics
Article and Photos by Todd Matthews, Editor

Pulitzer-winning David Horsey), political cartoon-
ists are part of a media landscape.

In Tacoma, not so much.

The News Tribune hasn't had a political cartoon-
ist since 1995, when Chris Britt left to join The Se-
attle Times.

"The state of newspaper cartooning nationally is
not a happy one," says David Seago, editorial page

his hands
and shuffles
his feet while
seated inside
a downtown
coffee shop for
an interview
last week.

"My online
persona is | .
definitely a | .
bit more an-
noying and .
obnoxious," ’
he says. "It's
just me hav-
ing fun." He
some buttons with his designs,
but he says he's thick-skinned.
"Originally, there was outrage,"
he recalls, referring to the history
museum rendering. "It was like, 'How dare some-
body do this to a fine institution that is trying to
make things better?' But now that people are get-
ting a feel for who I am, it's different. I've gotten
feedback. People are definitely looking at my stuff.
Some people tell me, 'That's awesome.' I think other
people are just ignoring me."

And besides, Anderson asks, if he doesn't produce
editorial cartoons or op-art, who else will?

He has a point.

In Seattle, where two daily newspapers -- The
Seattle Times and Seattle Post-Intelligencer -- have
full-time political cartoonists (the latter boasts the

Hilltop resident Stuart Neiman (TOP) pens political cartoons for Tacoma ) t
knows he's pushed Weekly, and his Web site Tacoma Trashcan. Long-time Tacoman John Hathaway Arts from the University of Wash-

(ABOVE, LEFT) provides color commentary on city politics on his Web site The
New Takhoman. Web designer R.R. Anderson (ABOVE, RIGHT) is new to politi-
cal cartoons. His illustrations appear on Feed Tacoma.

editor at The News Tribune. He says when Britt left,
the Trib tried to find a new cartoonist. It advertised
nationally and interviewed a number of candidates.
"Eventually, however, the publisher at the time de-
cided the full-time-employee was more badly needed
in the newsroom," Seago explains. Since then, the
paper hasn't made any efforts to hire a staff car-
toonists.

"I, of course, would love to have a local cartoon-
ist," Seago adds. "But across the industry, a staff
cartoonist is increasingly viewed as a luxury mid-
sized newspapers -- and even some metro dailies --

cannot afford."

Today, the Trib relies on a
small roster of nationally syn-
dicated cartoonists.

"POLITICAL CARTOON-
ISTS ARE a dying breed,"
says Stuart Neiman, a Hilltop
resident whose illustrations
appear in Tacoma Weekly. Nei-
man, 47, is a political cartoon-
ist in the term's classic sense:
whereas Anderson's designs
and illustrations are Web-only,
Neiman's drawings appear in
print on the Weekly's editorial
| page.

Neiman, a retired armed
forces veteran, started drawing
political cartoons in 2003. It

was an outlet for a long, com-

plicated lawsuit with Bates

Technical College over ter-

mination of employment (the

case was recently settled). "It

was a positive way of voicing
my aggravation to these things," he explains. "Peo-
ple were telling me, 'You have the skills and you
have a bit of an attitude about things, and you have
always had somewhat of a sarcastic look at life. You
should start doing this."

So Neiman drew political cartoons on paper,
scanned them into a computer, and and posted them
on his Web
site - Ta-
coma Trash-
can.  Since
then, he has
turned three
1 bedrooms of

his Hilltop
home into
design stu-

dios. Though
it wasn't his
first entree
into art (Nei-
man holds a
masters de-
gree in Fine

ington), it was a different style of
illustration.

"Tt's been by far the toughest
thing to do creatively," he says.
The challenge comes in trying not to be so literal
with his cartoons. A one- or two-panel image that
quickly sends a message and "pops" off the page is
what Neiman shoots for.

"In essence, political cartooning really comes
down to trying to tell a story," he explains. "A lot of
times I kind of relate to a stand-up comedian. You're
making statements or telling a story. But you are
really taking some of the things and really stretch-
ing and doing parody and satire. That means you
are creating your actors, moving them, and making
them do things. What I try to CONTINUED
do with my artwork is not take ON PAGE 2
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CONTINUED the literal acts that are hap-
FROM PAGE 1 pening, but just take the basic
premise of something and then

stretch it."

In February 2006, Neiman says he was ready to
approach Tacoma Weekly about publishing his car-
toons when a staffer came across his Web site and
contacted him. Since then, Neiman has maintained
an informal relationship with the paper: he draws
up to three pictures a week, scans and posts them
to his Web site, and the Weekly picks one to include
in its paper.

"It's become something that I use to keep myself
focused and producing," he says.

Neiman's targets range from the local (City Coun-
cil, pot holes, the municipal budget) to the national
(President George W. Bush is a favorite target). And
he's been surprised by the feedback from his tar-
gets.

"A few times, I have hoped that people would get
mad," he explains. "But they actually like it and
ask for a copy of it. It takes some of the fun out of it.
'T've got you in a tutu, and you want a copy of it?"

"I TRY TO get into the issues the
big boys won't touch," says political
cartoonist John Hathaway, 61, who
posts local government gossip, news,
and editorial cartoons each weekday.
The comic stems from a print-edition
of The New Takhoman, which ran be-
tween 1994 and 1999. In 2000, Hatha-
way moved to the Web, and, three years
later, launched his trademark cartoon:
three worms commenting on city poli-
tics. The worms -- Izzy, Cockalvich, and
Cohen -- are named after his late father,
Izzy Cockalvich Cohen.

Though his Web site also includes
written editorials and commentary, he
says he leans more toward cartoons be-
cause of their quick, punchy style.

"I still enjoy writing articles," he says.
"It's not that I'm lazy. It's just that I've
found that people's attention spans are
not that great. If you can say something to them in
a cartoon, they get the picture. They get the point.
An actual news story over 600-800 words, the atten-
tion span just isn't there."

He also counts himself a fan of fellow cartoonists
Anderson and Neiman.

"Stuart is one hell of an artist," he says. When
Neiman drew a caricature of Hathaway, Hathaways'
girlfriend had it framed. And he reprinted Ander-
son's first cartoon on The New Takhoman Web site.
"The more the merrier," he says. "Welcome to the
club."

FOR ANDERSON, WHO is new to political car-
toons, his drawings are an extension of a long his-
tory of creativity. As a young person growing up in
Juneau, Alaska, he was always into drawing and
animation, but the small town offered no outlet. In
the late-1990s, he moved to Sunnyvale, Calif., and
attended Cogswell Technical College, where he ma-
jored in computer animation. In 2001, he moved to
Tacoma and was soon hired by a graphic design com-
pany downtown. He collects his art online at Holis-
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Today, Anderson lives in an apartment near
Wright Park. He typically spends Saturday after-
noons drawing a new cartoon for the week ahead.
Once finished, the image is scanned to be loaded
onto the Feed Tacoma Web site.

"I'm kind of like an underground editorial car-
toonist," he says. "I don't have an editor saying, "You
can't do this.'

"T'd like to keep [the cartoons] local," he
adds. "The whole thing at first was that nobody has
a voice for cartoonists in town. I would like to keep
it local. When hot-button issues come up, I would
like to be the elephant in the room."

For more information about the political cartoon-
ists mentioned in this article, visit the following Web
sites:

1. R.R. Anderson -- FeedTacoma.com
2. Stuart Neiman -- Tacomatrashcan.com
3. John Hathaway -- TheNewTakhoman.com

The Washington State Transportation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing in Seattle on a pro-
posal to increase ferry fares, make adjustments

State transportation commission will hold hearing on ferry rates

fare-setting policies, including the study of a res-
ervation system as a way of managing peak hour
travel demands.

ing peak season.
-- A pilot program would be established by
summer 2007 that would offer reservations on the

to the way oversize vehicle fares
are calculated during peak season, |
launch a reservation pilot project on |
the Port Townsend-Keystone route, |
and extend a pilot project that gives
discounts to in-need organizations.

The hearing will be held on
Thursday, March 22, from 1 p.m. to
3 p.m. at the Puget Sound Regional
Council Boardroom, 5th Floor, 1011
Western Avenue, in Seattle. A rep-
resentative of Washington State
Ferries (WSF) and the Tariff Policy
Committee will start the hearing
with a briefing on the 11 public out-
reach meetings held throughout the
Puget Sound during February and early March.
A public comment period is scheduled to begin at
1:20 p.m., after which, the Transportation Com-
mission may consider adopting all, part, or none
of the recommendations.

This 2007 Fare Proposal is based in part on
recommendations from the Tariff Policy Commit-
tee. It continues to implement the fare policy com-
ponent of WSF's Financial Plan, and takes steps
towards meeting the legislature's Joint Transpor-
tation Committee recommendations regarding

The 2007 fare proposal under consideration by
the Commission includes:

-- A general fare increase of four percent is pro-
posed and would go into effect on May 1, 2007,
with all fares rounded to the next nickel. In addi-
tion, WSF would continue the phased implemen-
tation of Tariff Route Equity (which determines
rates based on route distance) in the San Juan
Islands.

-- A technical adjustment would be made to the
method of calculating oversize vehicle fares dur-

Port Townsend-Keystone route for an ad-
ditional charge, based on vehicle length.

-- Holders of monthly passes that are
purchased as part of the regional Smart-
Card program would be allowed unlimited
use. Monthly passes purchased through
the Electronic Fare System would retain
their current monthly usage limits.

-- A discount program for in-need orga-
nizations would be extended for one year
since it has not been fully implemented.
The current pilot program was estab-
lished on May 1, 2006, with continuation
beyond May 1, 2007 subject to Transpor-
tation Commission review and possible
modification.

The Washington State Transportation Commis-
sion in an independent state agency whose seven
citizen members are appointed by the Governor
and confirmed by the Senate. The Commission
sets ferry fares and is designated as Washington's
toll authority. The Tariff Policy Committee con-
sists of ferry users, transit providers and Legis-
lators, all appointed by the Transportation Com-
mission.




