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AT TACOMA'S MANY MUSEUMS, which are often pointed to
as signs of the city’s progress, it’s easy to find a few souvenir postcards
depicting the city’s skyline.

Photographers rypically set up their tripods at the same spot: a patch
of shoreline on the east side of Foss Waterway. The location offers a
view of downtown’s hillclimb, the rusty steel streech of Murray Morgan
Bridge and a handful of stumpy, mid-rise office towers.

"This image, for the most part, hasn't changed for nearly two decades.

By contrast, high-rise conscruction thrives in Seattle and Bellevue.
Shiny new office towers and the spindly, right-angled arms of cranes

£
i
£

BY TODD MATTHEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN P. CASEY

crowd downtown Bellevue's skyline. Seattle saw its largest office tow-
ers rise in the late 1980s and early 1990s, and now enjoys a boom in
expensive, high-rise condominium projects.

Bur Tacomas skyline has a few cobwebs. Its largest tower—the 23-
story Wells Fargo Plaza, a simple box with a dated white-and-black
chessboard facade (above)—was built in 1970. Two blocks away, the
17-story Tacoma Financial Center opened 23 years ago. Tacoma’s new-
est towet, the mid-rise, nine-story Columbia Bank Center, turned sev-
en this vear. Surveying downrown Tacoma’s skyline, one can reasonably
asl: When will the city see a new office tower?
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