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past thirty-something years. I don’t know
how he does it, but everything he says or
does is a calculated move for our benefit.
He places people on songs, and solos to
different soloists. Each of the soloists has
different personalities. Somehow he
knows just what songs will bring out the
best in those personalities.”

It was Acox who directed Roseth and
the Garfield High School band toward
higher aspirations: namely, Avery Fisher
Hall at Lincoln Center in New York City.
Roseth was a part of that experience dur-
ing his freshman, junior and senior years.
Talking about those years competing
in the spotlight, Roseth is enthusiastic.
“‘Essentially Ellington’ is the most well-
run jazz festival in the country,” he raves.
“They maximize the experience for the
students. They have a large budget, the
staff is happy when helping us-it’s a com-
bination of the staff at Lincoln Center,
Wynton’s artistic vision, and the location.
New York City is an inspiring place in it-
self. Being on stage at Avery Fisher . . . a
packed house with Wynton Marsalis . . .
it was incredible.”

In the Fall, Roseth will be headed to
Boston. He will attend Tufts University
and the New England Conservatory of
Music-studying jazz saxophone with Jerry
Bergonzi. “I don’t really know what to
expect,” he says. “I’ve seen some of
[Bergonzi’s] books, and they are pretty
amazing. I’m not sure what the jazz scene
is like there. A lot of contemporary things
are going on, and I want to investigate
that. As far as genres of music? I want to
soak up whatever the scene has to offer.”

But before moving to the East Coast,
Roseth will hit the road with his high
school peers. The Garfield High School
Jazz Band will be touring Europe July 2nd
through July 16th, making appearances
in Paris, Montreux and The Hague.

National competitions . . . local jazz
clubs . . . academic settings-Roseth is
unfazed. “It’s all pretty much the same,”
he says. “It’s all music and I like it all.
What I try to focus on is the quality of
the music. I don’t get tripped up on the
location. If it’s Lincoln Center or the
Garfield High School Band room-I’m just
trying to make the music happen.”




